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clack and White ” 


‘Then your two years in Paris may be regarded as so much wasted time?” 


said the Vicar (in Somerset Maugham’s “Of Human Bondage”). 


“| don't know about that. | had a very jolly two years, and | learned 
one or two useful things.” 
“What?” 


“| learned to look at hands, which I'd never looked at before. And instead 
of just looking at houses and trees | learned to look at houses and trees against 
the sky. And | learned also that shadows are not black but colored.” 


If | could only, by some magic beyond that of my pencil, reproduce the 
background of the old houses, and convey something of the color, denied to the 
artist in black and white; | might feel that this record of my two years in the Old 
World would convey some greater part of the charm and quaintness that lies in 
these odd corners. 


But whether it is the bias of my profession of architect, or a difficulty with 
the pencil which | have chosen as a medium, | have found myself compromising 
between my desire to convey the atmosphere and my wish to depict the infinitely 
interesting detail of old buildings, old iron, old craftsmanship. To any one who 
has toiled up the ascent to Dinan, or walked in the summer serenity of the Devon 
countryside, or sat in the soft brilliance of an Italian day; these relics of past days 


summon something more than sights of old buildings. 


There is an inescapable feeling of the many years that have washed away 
the bright newness they bore when mason and carpenter laid down their tools. 
There is some occult appeal in the thought of the generations of folk who have 
somehow managed to impress their personalities on these places. Then, too, and 
here again it may be my bias, there is a profound respect for those dead and gone 
builders, whose eye for line and care for curious detail are the envy of today, 
and, it must be confessed, the source of much that is pleasing and called “‘original.”’ 


To the one beholder, a view in Quimper may bring up the remembrance of 
the odd pottery for which the town is famous, to another it may recall the vol- 
uble shrug of a villager whose directions were incomprehensible, to another it 
may mean 4 meal, to still another a timbered house—but may | hope that to each 
one these sketches will bring back a little of that something which makes the 


Old World unforgettable. 
\WOODRUFF K. AYKROYD 


Toronto, Canada 
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